
PEGASUS NEWS 

The Headmaster writes... 

Sometimes it is the little things about this job that make it so enjoy-
able. Yesterday I was sent an email from a member of staff which I 
did not open immediately due to the fact that the subject line 
made me think that it was bad news – a pupil was being sent to see 
me! It was a lovely surprise therefore when I did eventually open it 
to find that this Year 11 pupil was being sent to me for praise as a 
result of achieving two grades higher in his mock science paper 
than in any other previous paper. When the pupil arrived to see me 
he also thought he was in trouble and he was hugely relieved when 
I told him that he had come along for a handshake and congratula-
tions! (He also got a headmaster’s gold sticker – children of all ages 

love stickers!). Following this I then went out to see the children in the playground and, 
having used the excuse that I had some work to do in response to being asked to join in 
their game, one of the Year 3 girls pointed out that she did not know where my office 
was and so I then had a contingent of three Year 3 girls sitting on my sofa talking me 
through their day and any other loosely related topics that sprung into their heads! The 
New Year certainly brings this sort of new energy to the school year. Also related to 
this theme, I recently received this message from Chris Jansen, Cognita Global CEO, in 
which he manages to encapsulate in a paragraph, some of the energy I absorb from the 
children on a daily basis:- 
I absolutely love the start of a new year ~ all I see ahead are 12 months filled with new 
opportunities, new learning and a motivation to end the year in a better place than 
when we started. I am the eternal optimist and can always see "better times ahead". 
Always. 
Many adults find it difficult to maintain this level of optimism and positivity when they 
get bogged down in the challenges that we are faced with jobs, mortgages and illness-
es, but young children have no such problem. Their optimism is something that I recog-
nise in this passage from Chris Jansen and I am looking forward to him being able to 
feed off this personally when he visits on Monday. He is hoping to be here in time for 
assembly first thing in the morning and he will then spend two hours touring the 
school site and meeting as many of the children and staff as he possibly can. Since 
Chris took the reins of Cognita less than two years ago, there has been an extremely 
clear direction and great energy (as you may be able to guess from his quote) around 
the leadership of the group. Before the global conference that I attended last term, he 
sent me (and all the other Heads) a book, with a hand-written note in the front cover, 
about a submarine captain who changed his leadership model on his submarine from 
one of leader-follower, to leader-leader. In essence, the idea is that the submarine 
worked best if all members of the crew were able to think for themselves, show initia-
tive and feel empowered to ‘lead’ the submarine, no matter what their rank. And this is 
the way it should be in schools. The classroom teachers are the experts in schools and 
the leaders should be here to facilitate the magic that takes place between them and 
the children. I was delighted to hear recently that Stuart Rolland, CEO for Cognita Eu-
rope, has changed the name of the ‘Head Office’ in Milton Keynes to ‘School Support 
Centre’, once again emphasising the fact that the most important thing we do on a 
daily basis is help the children to have the best education possible. There will be bumps 
along the way, but I treasure the energy I gain from working with your children, wheth-
er they are Year 11 pupils starting to get to grips with the demands of their GCSEs, or 
Year 3 children who simply seem to find the world wonderful in an innocent and un-
questioning way. I am excited to show Chris Jansen around on Monday and I know he 
will be impressed by your children and the staff who look after them. 
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AFTER SCHOOL CARE  
MOBILE NUMBERS 

 
ASC team members can 
be contacted on the fol-

lowing numbers between 
3.30pm and 6.00pm each 

day.  
 If you are running late 

to collect your child from 
ASC,  please give the 

staff on duty a quick call 
to let them know. Thank 

you! 
 

Yellow, Red, Blue Room 
& Reception:  

07783 198998 
Years 1-11 (Mrs Bahri):  

07986 316132 
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It has been a super start back to the Spring term with so many children bringing their happy, smiling 
faces back to the Early Years setting. We have welcomed some new children and their families into the 
Nursery and Reception classes who are settling in very well. 
I would like to remind everyone to keep looking at our Firefly daily news updates on the Busy Bees blog 
for Spring Term. All the nursery rooms have separately labelled pages and Reception also have their 
own area. I check Firefly every evening to reflect on what everyone has been up to in the Early Years 
and it always brings a smile to my face! 
May I also remind everyone that the warm fleece lined blue coat is part of the Early Years’ Long Close 
School uniform, especially in the colder weather. There is a Long Close School lightweight showerproof 
mac available at our uniform suppliers, Billings and Edmonds, for warmer weather and wet days that 
can also be purchased. www.billingsandedmonds.co.uk 
Mrs Harris 
 
YELLOW ROOM 

We invited our Yellow room parents to join us in making hand prints 
for our Families Board this week - the children loved watching 
grown ups getting all messy! The children have also enjoyed stamp-
ing their own hand prints onto paper, noticing and comparing the 
size of their mummy and daddy's print to their own. 
The children have continued to look at different members of the 
family by grouping our cultural puppets into their families. 
Hide and seek has been a popular game this week! Some of the chil-
dren pretended to hide from 'the big bad wolf' during their imaginary play after 
reading the stories of The Three Little Pigs and Little Red Riding Hood. The children 
extended their play by having many games of hide and seek, covering our eyes and 
counting out loud all the way up to 10 whilst some of them hid in the tent and 

around the room, waiting excitedly to be found as they begin to play co-operatively together, learning 
to wait for their turn to hide. As you can imagine there was great excitement when the children were 
found! 
 
GREEN ROOM 
The children have settled well into the Green Room this week. It has been lovely 
seeing them freely explore their new  environment and to begin to make rela-
tionships with the staff. 
There was much excitement when the children discovered several doctors’ 
bags. They used their imagination to set up their own doctor’s surgery. The chil-
dren took turns to be the doctor and patients. The doctors were so efficient  
that after several tests and an impromptu rendition of 'Miss Polly had a dolly', 
the patients were on the road to recovery. We are now making a doctor's role 
play area ready for next week for the children to extend their ideas, language 
and imagination. 
We began to explore texture this week as the children experimented with foam 
and sand. They looked at the texture of the foam and sand separately before 
mixing them together and watching the foam disintegrate and turn into a paste. The children were 
very excited about it! We look forward to another exciting week in Green Room as we begin our 'all 
about me' topic next week, starting with exploring our family. 

EARLY YEARS UPDATE BY MRS HARRIS 
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RED AND BLUE ROOMS 
It was lovely to see the children be reunited after the Christmas holidays 
and ready to take on some new challenges ahead of them this term. The 
children have loved exploring our new coffee shop role-play area - there 
have been lots of tea and coffee smells in the nursery and the staff have 
been given a multitude of drinks. Mrs Harris even visited the coffee shop 
for coffee and cake! 
This week we have had lots of fun exploring the story of The Ginger-
bread Man. Mrs Bailey shared the story with the children on Monday 
and from there, the children have participated in some wonderful activi-
ties including making masks, designing their own gingerbread men and 
they even baked their own gingerbread men! During the week the chil-
dren painted and decorated an enormous gingerbread man. On Thurs-
day morning the children all went onto the school playground and role-
played the story together - we had so much fun! The photos look super 
on Firefly. 
 
RECEPTION 
This week the children had a surprise message from a familiar face…Elsa had emailed us, leaving a vid-
eo message asking the children for their help. She had accidentally frozen her friends, leaving them in 
blocks of ice! The children were amazed at receiving this message and were quick to think of ideas to 
solve the problem. The children were presented with many resources they could use to help melt the 
ice. They first made predictions as to what they thought would work and then came the fun part! The 
children began to experiment using the various tools and liquids to free the little people trapped in the 
ice. The children displayed good investigative skills as well as great team work. We all agreed the salt 
and hot water worked best at melting the ice. The children spent the rest of the week exploring ice, 
making igloos, freezing other liquids and objects and looking carefully at the changes occurring. We 
even had a go at some ‘transient art’ where the children created wintry pictures. The children used a 
variety of collage pieces, but did not glue them in place, which meant the children could move the 
pieces about if they changed their mind!  To end the week, Elsa sent the children ingredients to make 
smoothie lollies. The children chopped fruit and blended it with milk, pouring it into little pots with lolly 
sticks. The children quickly realised that we would have to ‘freeze’ the lollies to enjoy them. So the lol-
lies were placed in the freezer. The children really enjoyed their fruit smoothie lollies, discussing how 
they had turned from a liquid into a solid form once frozen. 

THIS WEEK IN EARLY YEARS  
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PREP SCHOOL UPDATE BY MS FIELD 

KEY STAGE 1: 
 
Year 1 has been up to all sorts of exciting things this week! The children have been learning about 
root words and suffixes in English, one more and one less in maths and all about religious artefacts 
in RE.  
Nevertheless, the highlights this week were when the children learnt about the artist Joan Miro, 
before having a go at creating some of their own Miro inspired sculptures!  
They also braved the weather and used their observational skills to carry out a traffic survey of Up-
ton Court Road. This created a lot of excitement as you can imagine as they speedily made a tally of 
the number of vehicles they saw. Another fun and exciting week for us...we’re sure the children will 
be wondering what next week has in store! 
 
What a fantastic first week back! Year 2 started the week looking closely at balanced meals and 
what types of food are considered healthy. 
The children participated in a cook off challenge at the weekend and supplied a variety of delicious 
food for their peers to sample (see photos below). We had everything from tasty homemade pizzas 
and bread to delicious pastas, stir-fries and wraps! It was clear that the children had tried hard to 
make their meals nutritionally balanced and even where we had the odd 'treat' food, by the time 
the children had a selection of the other children's meals on their plate, the treats only made up a 
very small portion of the meal, which is exactly how it should be! 
Thank you so much for all your efforts in helping the children carry out this activity. It was clear that 
the children thoroughly enjoyed themselves; from making the meals with you at home and showing 
them off at school through to sharing the ingredients and tasting each other's choices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Form Captains and Vice Captains for Spring 
Term 2017 

 
Well done to the pupils appointed below, 

who will also attend School Council 
meetings this term! 

 
1S: Nyra Seth, Harry Manik 

1H: Shubhay Karkra, Divya Ramesh 
2M: Aaminah Naveed, Ayman Mehmood 

2W: Kierat Bhandal, Aman Gandhum 
3I: Dara Lall, Suheb Atif 

3R: Aidan Larkin, Keshav Verma  
4M: Aaron Sohal, Laiba Majid 

4R: Abdullah Iqbal, Diya Dosanjh 
5B: Gabriel Joly, Ophelia Edgson 

5C: Raheim Wahedally, Malvika Kaujalgi 
6F: Maria Bibi, George Sil 

6O: Aariz Munjib, Kirandeep Jhamatt 
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PREP SCHOOL UPDATE BY MS FIELD 

KEY STAGE 2: 
 
Year 3 came back to school raring to go and we have had a week and a half bursting with excite-
ment at their new topics! In science, they have been looking at the three main types of rocks: igne-
ous, metamorphic and sedimentary. They were particularly amazed at how igneous rock starts off 
as a liquid, bubbling up from underground and how sedimentary rock often contains fossils! 
We have covered a lot of ground in English and they are particularly keen to gather together all 
their knowledge about ancient Egyptian pyramids to show off their information skills. 
The children have loved looking at the characteristics of the animals in the Chinese zodiac as we 
have been studying the Chinese New Year. The children are either 2009 Ox (encouraging and intelli-
gent) or 2008 Rat (eager and trustworthy). They had to decide whether this represented their own 
personality well! Fantastic start, Year 3! Here’s to a great term ahead. 
 
How wonderful it is to see so many happy, smiling children back in Year 4 after the winter holidays! 
We hit the ground running with poetry and a review of number and place value.  The children have 
been very excited by the new history topic this term - the Vikings. We explored where their home-
lands were and the reasons why they left them to settle elsewhere. In our geography lessons this 
week, we have started our new topic - Caring for the Environment - by investigating what a biome 
is and its features. Our science lessons have been very insightful, as the children have used investi-
gative techniques to accurately use thermometers and to create their own investigations. If you 
have a thermometer at home, we would love you to share this with your child please. To support 
our art lessons this term, we are asking both classes to bring in an item to draw in the style of Andy 
Warhol's pop art, as discussed in class. Please can these items be brought in on Wednesday for 4M 
and Thursday for 4R.   
 
This week, Year 5 focused on instructional texts and wrote their own recipes for their scrumptious 
sandwiches. In science, they created healthy lunch menus and explored the importance of having a 
balanced diet. Poor explorers from the Tudor period, scurvy was a 
horrible illness which was caused as a result of the lack of vitamin C! 
Who would have thought? History has been very exciting this week 
as we embraced the life of Catherine of Aragon and Anne Boleyn. 
The pupils debated whether Catherine was a good wife or not and 
discussed why Anne was so disliked by the courtiers at Hampton 
Court Palace that she and Henry had to move to Windsor Castle! 
The children are thoroughly enjoying their swimming sessions and 
are now looking forward to their trip to Shakespeare's birthplace 
later this month.  
 
Year 6 pupils have now settled back into school, despite the exciting thought of snow. In form time, 
the pupils have been putting together sample menus for a week at Long Close - there have been 
some strange food combinations! We are a chapter into 'Goodnight Mr Tom' and it is already re-
ceiving nods of interest and enthusiasm, which is pleasing. SATs preparation is in full swing and 
writing pieces are being collated for moderation; the most recent genre is diary writing and Year 6 
have enjoyed the informal style of writing associated with this style (slang words and abbreviations 
are allowed). It has been a busy week! 
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SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS BY MR MCCARTHY 

NEW ONLINE SAFEGUARDING TOOL LAUNCHED FOR YEARS 5-11 
As part of our commitment to strengthening safeguarding within the school, we 
are pleased to announce that we have partnered with tootoot to trial a new 
online safeguarding tool for pupils in Years 5-11 in order to encourage them to 
speak up about worries and issues. 
Tootoot is a safe, secure and diverse web-based safeguarding tool, which allows pupils of all age rang-
es to report incidents of bullying, problems they could be having in class or any other issues that may 
be concerning them in an anonymous, confidential and discreet manner to their school. It will give our 
pupils an alternative way to disclose their concerns if they are unable to do so face-to-face. Individual 
cases are then monitored, managed and resolved by the pupil’s form teacher and the designated safe-
guarding leads within the school.  
Each pupil in Years 5–11 at Long Close School will be given a username and password for tootoot, 
which allows them to log in and use the tool. All pupils are anonymous at the point of reporting but 
identities can be uncovered by the school’s designated tootoot administrator only - in our case the 
Headmaster, Mr Pavey - if it appears the pupil’s emotional or physical well-being is at serious risk. 
Our pupils in Years 5-11 were briefed about tootoot during assembly on Friday morning and they will 
be given their log in details for tootoot next week in their ICT lessons. Pupils will be able to access 
tootoot from any web-enabled device i.e. computers; laptops; tablets or mobiles. 
If you would like to know more information about the tool itself, please use the following link: https://
tootoot.co.uk/#introduction-video or go to www.tootoot.co.uk. 
If you have any questions about tootoot, please speak to your child’s form teacher or contact one of 
the school’s Designated Safeguarding Leads - Mrs Sarah Harris (Early Years), Ms Sarah Field (Years 1-6) 
or Mr David McCarthy (Years 7-11). 

U11B FOOTBALL V THE ORATORY PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
On Wednesday 11th January 2017, the under 11B team played football against the Oratory Prep 
School. This was our first match since Christmas and we were hoping to win even though we had 

all eaten far too many sweets and sprouts over the Christmas holidays! 
Long Close kicked off the match and attacked from the start. Simardeep received the ball and ran 

towards the goal but was fouled by the defender. The referee pointed to the spot - PENALTY! 
Simardeep took the penalty but sadly missed. Half time arrived with the score level at 0-0. 

The second half started with both teams playing well. Raheim received the ball on the left and 
passed the ball to Simardeep who ran past the defenders to score the first goal of the game - 1-0 
to Long Close. The Oratory came back strong, putting us under pressure. They attacked our de-

fence and scored a goal to level the scores at 1-1. The referee blew his whistle for full time. 
Well done Long Close B team, especially Jack who made lots of good saves. 

We're looking forword to the next game. 
 

By Nathan Hallett (Captain) 

MATCH REPORT 
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SCHOOL NOTICES 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT UPDATE 
It's been straight back into rehearsals in the Music Department, with preparations well underway for 
the Young Voices concert on Tuesday 17 January. There will be regular Facebook updates from Choir 
throughout the day so do make sure keep an eye on the school's Facebook page to see the day un-
fold!  
Auditions have been taking place in Year 5 for their class assembly on Monday 30 January and in 
Years 3 and 4 for their production of 'Go for Gold'. Rehearsals for these will be starting next week.  
Wellington Choral Day will be taking place for members of Choir in Years 5-7 on 23 February, and 
letters will be going out about arrangements for this at the end of next week. Places are limited so if 
you would like your child to attend then please make sure you return the reply slip as soon as possi-
ble. 
From the week commencing Monday 23 January, weekly music rehearsals will be as follows: 
Tuesday 8.30am - Orchestra (open to all pupils who learn an instrument either in or out of school) 
Wednesday 8.30am - Senior Choir (open to all students in Years 7-11) 
Friday 8.30am - Junior Choir (open to all children in Years 3-6) 

Mrs Bingham, Director of Music 

SPORTS FIXTURES FOR W/C 16 JANUARY 2017 

Tues 17 Jan: U9AB Football v Thorpe House (A)  

Wed 18 Jan: U11AB Football v Thorpe House (A) 

Wed 18 Jan: U11 Netball v Brigidine (H) 

Wed 18 Jan: KS3 Badminton v St Joseph’s (A) 
 

CONTACT DETAILS—A REMINDER 
Please could we remind parents  to let us 
know if their contact details change at any 
time?  It is essential that we have the cor-
rect telephone number and email address 
for you so that you receive all relevant 
communications, especially in relation to 
an emergency situation. If your details 
change at any time, please send an email 
to info@longcloseschool.co.uk or call 
01753 520095 (option 3) to update our 
School Office team. Many thanks. 

SCHOOL EVENTS FOR  
W/C 16 and 23 JANUARY 2017 

 
Tuesday 17 January—Young Voices 
Choir Trip to the O2 
Wednesday 18 January—Years 10&11 
Destinations Expo Careers Event, Wind-
sor 
Tuesday 24 January—Year 3 Ancient 
Egyptian Workshop at LCS 
Thursday 26 January—Year 5 Trip to 
The Shakespeare Centre, Stratford-
upon-Avon 
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PTA NEWS 

 
Happy New Year from all of us! 
 
We hope that the first full week back hasn’t been too 
eventful with the wintry weather conditions. The chil-
dren have their fingers crossed for a snowy weekend; 
let’s hope we can all be out there building snowmen with them! 
 
The PTA had a busy spell before Christmas with the fair and grotto and we 
also started to plan some events for this term. 
 
Coming soon we have: 
 
* School Disco - Friday 10th February 2017 
 
* Mother’s Day gift room - Tuesday 21st March 2017 
 
* Easter Egg Hunt - Friday 31st March 2017 
 
On top of that, we are hoping to continue with regular tuck shops at 
school and cake stalls. 
 
Stay in contact with us - 

 
Join the PTA Facebook page 
 

Click on the image to go to our page (CRTL and click) 
 
Join our mailing list 

 
Click on the image to email us (CRTL and click) 

https://www.facebook.com/LongClosePTA
mailto:longcloseschoolpta@gmail.com

