
PEGASUS NEWS 

The Headmaster writes... 

At the time of writing this I have just come out of an assembly, 
which had been lined up to sell the Senior School trip to Iceland in 
September.  However, between the time of advertising the trip 
and this morning all the places had been taken, and there are now 
32 people signed up to go!  And I am not surprised!  Iceland is a 
place that is dear to my heart as I have taken six trips there from 
two different schools.  The first of these was from a school in 
South East London where the children thought that they had gone 
a long way North if they went out for a day’s shopping on Oxford 
Street!  The looks on their faces as they were exposed to new 

landscapes and new cultures were incredible.  Mr Sargeant spoke this morning 
about the reasons we do school trips and the rationale behind them.  He chal-
lenged the children to remember a science lesson from last October but then 
asked those children who had been to Berlin or to Barcelona if they could remem-
ber some of the sights and museums that they had been to.   
And this made me reflect on my own memory of my first school as a teacher.  I was 
there for six years and during that time would have taught hundreds of geography 
lessons and taken many rugby and cricket matches.  Whilst I can remember taking 
my 7s rugby team through to the finals of the national competition, and I can re-
member each one of the trips to Iceland, I find it far more difficult to remember 
being in the classroom teaching about meanders and ox-bow lakes!  When I left 
that school I was given a leaving present from the children with hand-written mes-
sages from many of the pupils and almost all of them thanked me for taking them 
to Iceland.  I think there was only one message about the geography lessons!  I am 
still delighted to see pictures of the annual Iceland trip that they still do today, hav-
ing been involved in the first ever trip the school made there.  Likewise at my sec-
ond school, having introduced the trip there, it continues to go every year, such is 
the attraction of this destination for a school trip.  From an educational perspective 
the learning that takes place happens without the children noticing and it is some-
thing that cannot be replicated in the classroom.  To stand next to a glacier, touch 
and feel it, and to smell the sulphurous odour of a geothermal power station, trig-
ger senses that lead to permanent, lasting memories and a greater depth of under-
standing.   
Our Education Minister has been writing recently about the lack of evidence to 
support the impact of teacher training that focused on individuals having different 
learning styles (auditory, kinaesthetic, visual), and he is right that the evidence is 
limited.  However, what may be considered anecdotal evidence over a 20 year pe-
riod of teaching, has taught me that pupils benefit from learning outside the class-
room in a way that is not possible at school.  Long Close teachers recognise this 
and spend a huge amount of time planning excursions for your children.  I realise 
that the costs of these can really add up and I thank you all for the sacrifices you 
make to enable us to run these trips.  I am confident that, whether they are going 
to Iceland or to the local museum, these trips will more than pay dividends for your 
children in the long run, and they will grow up more rounded, confident, consider-
ate and fit for the workplace as a consequence.  

SPRING TERM 

ISSUE 7 

FRIDAY 24 FEBRUARY 

2017 

Inside this issue: 

Early Year News  2 

Prep School 
News 

4 

Senior School 
News 

6 

Music Department 
News 

7 

School Notices & 
Sport 

8 

PTA News 9 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE  
MOBILE NUMBERS 

 
ASC team members can 
be contacted on the fol-

lowing numbers between 
3.30pm and 6.00pm each 

day.  
 If you are running late 

to collect your child from 
ASC,  please give the 

staff on duty a quick call 
to let them know. Thank 

you! 
 

Yellow, Red, Blue Room 
& Reception:  

07783 198998 
Years 1-11 (Mrs Bahri):  

07986 316132 
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PEGASUS NEWS 

Welcome back everyone after the half term holiday! We are receiving a high number of enquiries to 
join our Nursery at the moment so if you are hoping to increase your sessions next term, please let us 
know as soon as possible by sending an email to Mrs Jane Gee at admissions@longcloseschool.co.uk. 
 
YELLOW ROOM 
Some of the children decided to play with our doctors role play resources this week. Mrs Palmer 
helped the children with putting on nurses and doctors outfits as they selected them from the dressing 
up rails. 
Mrs Palmer told them Tigger was feeling poorly and Big Teddy had hurt his arm, so the children soon 
made them better by checking them and giving them medicine and lots of injections! 
All the children looked magnificent dressed in their costumes during our Kings and Queens celebration 
day. We had a parade, iced biscuits with Tracy, our school chef, and even had a fabulous banquet with 
some special treats to eat! 
Next week we will be preparing the children for our educational visit to Hounslow Urban Farm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREEN ROOM 
It was fantastic to welcome the children back into the nursery after half-term. They were very excited 
to share their news with their peers during carpet time, explaining what they have been doing during 
their holiday. 
The children were shocked to find out that over half term somebody had been into the nursery and 
built a Post Office! Excitement filled the air as they began to explore the area and recalled their experi-
ence of posting a letter to the nursery. They looked at the parcels and explored the different sizes, 
putting them in order from the biggest to the smallest. Some children placed them on the scales to see 
how much they weighed. The children then decided they would like to try and wrap their own parcels 
using the brown paper and sellotape. With some fantastic team work, the children rolled the paper out 
and used their fine motor skills to cut the paper and wrap the parcels. 
The children have been very excited all week leading up to our ‘Kings and Queens’ dressing up celebra-
tion day. They created their own crown using paper and a variety of mark making resources such as 
pens, pencils and crayons as well as glitter and sequins. It was lovely to see all the children dressed up 
and wearing the crowns they had made. What a fantastic day, everybody looked amazing! 
We are looking forward to exploring health and self-care next week! 

EARLY YEARS UPDATE BY MRS HARRIS 
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RED AND BLUE ROOMS 
Magic was in the air this week as the children continued exploring our 
‘Kings and Queens’ topic. Some mysterious footprints were found in the 
garden, which sparked the imagination of the children who decided to 
go for an adventure in the garden. After a long search and lots of ques-
tioning, the children concluded that the footprints belonged to a knight 
in shining armour! 
On Thursday we had a ‘right royal gathering’ as all the children at nurse-
ry were dressed ready for a day of regal festivities. There was much ex-
citement and cheer amongst the children as they took part in lots of fun 
activities during our ‘Kings and Queens Day’. 
They had fun parading around the main play-

ground, practicing their curtsies and bows to the Queen as they walked over 
to the dining hall to ice some crown and heart biscuits that Tracy our school 
chef had made for us. 
The children then returned to the nursery and sat at our banquet table, 
where we drank from goblets and ate our iced biscuits whilst listening to 
medieval banquet music. Finally the children danced like ladies and gentle-
men from a medieval court before playing party games of musical statues. 
What a fantastic way to conclude our ‘Kings and Queens’ learning topic! 
 
RECEPTION 
This week Reception have been preparing for their school trip to the farm. They started with hearing 
the story of ‘Farmer Duck,’ by Martin Waddell and Helen Oxenbury. It was a story about a very lazy 
farmer who made the poor duck on the farm do all the work while he spent all day in bed eating choco-
lates! This story provoked thought about what work actually takes place on a farm, who lives on a farm 
and how farms are very important for us. The children had to sort through animals which would be 
found on a farm and those that would not, discussing how some animals could not survive on a farm as 
it did not provide the right habitat for them. The children listed all the jobs they thought a farmer does 
and finally, we discussed what we get from a farm. To Reception’s surprise, they did not think that 
milk, eggs and cheese came from a farm but from the local supermarket! The children learnt how many 
animals give us what we need to make butter, cheese and, believe it or not, wool to make lovely warm 
jumpers from! To finish the week, the children made their own bread. The children followed the recipe 
that they wrote, weighing out the ingredients and getting their hands very sticky when kneading the 
dough. Once baked in the oven the children enjoyed eating the warm bread and we all agreed it was 
delicious! After spending all this time learning about the farm, Reception can’t wait for their trip next 
week! 

THIS WEEK IN EARLY YEARS  
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PREP SCHOOL NEWS BY MS FIELD 

KEY STAGE 1 
Year 1 
This week in Year 1 the children had a go at writing list poems; they began by 
thinking of words associated with Long Close such as playground, assembly, chil-
dren and teachers. They were then asked to think of adjectives to describe these 
words. The children worked hard to present their work on special Long Close 
headed paper in their best cursive handwriting.  
In their joint art and ICT lesson this week, the children looked at the work of L.S. 
Lowry and his famous paintings. They compared settings and noticed the differ-
ent buildings and the way the 'stick people' were portrayed as they walked along 
in the images. The children used the iPads to photograph each other walking 
against a green screen as they imitated the people in the painting before they 
were superimposed onto the paintings themselves! We look forward to unveiling these soon at our 

Art Exhibition!  
There were yelps of excitement and amazement from 
Year 1 this week as they received a special envelope 
from the BBC Weather Centre! It seems that the news of 
some budding new weather reporters at Long Close had 
reached them and they wanted to congratulate the chil-
dren by sending some signed photographs of them-
selves. Well done Year 1, you are all superstars! 
 
 

Year 2 
Year 2 children have returned to school with a spring in their step this week! They started the week 
brushing up their time telling skills, looking at analogue and digital time. 
The children enjoyed working in pairs to investigate o'clock, half past, quarter past and quarter to.  
Most agreed that the ‘quarter to’ times were the hardest and that they needed to remember that 
‘quarter to’ is the same as ‘45 minutes past the previous hour’, so ‘quarter to five’ would be 4:45 in 
digital time as it is 45 minutes after 4 o’clock. 
 The children were keen to start their new geography topic learning about island life, looking closely 
at Katie Morag, the fictional character who lives on the Island of Struay.  Both classes discussed 
what life might be like living on an island and brainstormed many different questions to ask Katie in 
a letter. Year 2 cannot wait to receive Katie's reply and to hear what she says! 
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PREP SCHOOL NEWS BY MS FIELD 

KEY STAGE 1 
Year 3 
Year 3 have had a busy week! In maths we've been learning about the expanded and compact 
methods for column addition. The children enjoyed putting these skills into practice and were confi-
dent answering the questions during their lesson.  
In our English sessions this week, the main focus was on the brave mythical character, Perseus! The 
children were so excited to see how he began his quest to find Medusa in order to please the evil 
King Polydectes. They wrote a fantastic character description and are now eager to find out what 
happens next!  
The pupils have enjoyed looking at different types of correspondence and were interested to find 
out why the letters ER, VR and GR can be found on Royal Mail letter boxes across the country. Some 
children even spotted a few gold letter boxes and were fascinated to discover how these have been 
painted gold to represent gold medals won during the Olympics.  
We have finally introduced the topic of the Romans to the children. They cannot wait to find out 
about the gladiators and about all the wonderful things the Romans had invented, which have ben-
efited us so much today. Roll on next week!  
 
Year 4 
What a super start the Year 4 classes have had to the second half of the spring term. The children 
have continued to be fascinated by our geography topic, Caring for the Environment, which has in-
volved the children researching and discovering facts about The Great Bar-
rier Reef. Did you know that 50 miles from The Great Barrier Reef is a min-
ing port which is having a huge impact environmentally? The children will 
soon be designing posters to show what we can do as individuals to pro-
tect places like The Great Barrier Reef and prevent global warming.  There 
has been a big push in our grammar lessons this week, with the children 
learning more about conjunctions, phrases and a variety of punctuation. 
This will undoubtedly make a huge difference in the children's creative 
writing. 
 
Year 5 
In history this week, Year 5 pupils have continued learning about the wives 
of Henry VIII.  They have enjoyed learning about the process of evapora-
tion in science. And in geography, they have been discussing the banana 
trade in detail—focusing on how important the trade is for St Lucia and 
discussing the meaning of ‘Fair trade’. Well done, Year 5! 
 
Year 6 
Year 6 have begun the 'Mountain' topic by considering how people live 
and work in this difficult environment. They considered the life of those 
who farm the land, including 'terrace farmers'. In science the pupils have 
revised gravity and learned about how gravity works in combination with 
their muscles. 

PEGASUS CERTIFICATES 
Congratulations to the 
most recent Pegasus 
certificate winners: 

 
1H Shayen Baptiste 

1S Arjun Nizzar 
2M Aizah Cheema 
2W Nayan Nakarja 

3I Arjan Lai 
3R Keshav Verma 
4M Laiba Majid 
4R Ammara Bibi 
5B Gabriel Joly-

Panayiotou 
5C Raheim Wahedally 

6F Sukhraj Jagdev 
6O Anaya Pachu 
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SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS BY MR MCCARTHY 

TWO REVIEWS OF THE YEARS 8&9 SPANISH TRIP TO THE BFI SOUTHBANK 
 
On Thursday 9th February, the Year 8s and 9s attended a whole day workshop that broadened our ho-
rizons about the Spanish culture. This was done through a series of activities around some Spanish 
films. This was an extremely positive experience due to the fact that we had an opportunity to test our 
knowledge of Spanish, learn new vocabulary and to practice our Spanish. We learnt vocabulary about 
the theme of films, cinema and school. The films we watched were very inspiring because of the unex-
pected endings behind the story and how past actions explain present events. During the day, we were 
constantly engaged and motivated. In addition, we were able to interact with other schools. We all re-
ally enjoyed this super experience. 
By Ian Jacob Esquivel, Year 9 
 
We began the day very early by getting to school at 8 o’clock - it seemed like the most tiring event. 
However, it turned out to be a very exciting day because the content was very appealing to us. We ar-
rived promptly at the BFI theatre and got comfy in the red velvet cinema seats. The work load started 
light with a few short movies (las películas cortas). One was a cartoon about about a boy that wanted a 
dog, another about a scarecrow and the last one about a robbery, each telling a completely different 
story. During this we answered questions and there were ushers present that gave us the micro in or-
der to call out the answers. Bravely, Noor and I spoke up twice making Mrs McCauley proud of our 
Spanish pronunciation and complex sentences. 
Lunch was fun, we got to fill our ravenous stomachs with scrumptious food. After that we watched a 
great movie called Zipi y Zape y el club de la cancina (which translates into Zipi and Zape and the Mar-
ble Club), which was mysterious, adventurous and overall, a very funny movie. 
The trip in all was brilliant and I’m sure that everyone enjoyed it. We all thank Mrs McCauley for ar-
ranging such a fabulous trip and Mr Brazier for being his terrific self, accompanying us. 
By Esha Kumar, Year 9 

 SENIOR SCHOOL WORK SHOWCASE 
 

One of our Year 11 students, Eoin Brennan, has been developing his GCSE exam project in art 
and design. The project theme is based on an exploration into a relationship between architec-
ture and the fractal patterns found in nature. Eoin’s ideas have been influenced by the new li-

brary in Slough - known as the ‘Curve’ - and drawings by MC Esher. Eoin then created a collage of 
the building, which later developed into an idea for small sculpture. Eoin used a three dimen-

sional modelling programme to create his design before printing the sculpture on the art depart-
ment's 3D printer. Well done Eoin! 
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWS BY MRS BINGHAM 

Wellington Choral Day was a great success yesterday and we had a fantastic day with members of the 
Choir in Years 5, 6 and 7 attending. For more information about the day itself, please read the review 
from one of our pupils below. We look forward to going again next year and giving more Long Close 
pupils the opportunity to take part in this amazing event. 
 
Musical Events coming up: 
 
Friday 10 March—Senior Instrumental Afternoon - 4.15pm School Hall 
This is for all members of Senior Choir and those pupils who learn an instrument in the Senior part of 
the School. Parents are warmly invited to come and see our Senior pupils perform. Refreshments will 
be provided and it promises to be a lovely afternoon! 
 
Thursday 16 March—Prep Instrumental Afternoon—4.15pm School Hall 
This is for all members of Junior Choir and Orchestra, and all those who learn an instrument in Years 2 
- 6. It promises to be a lovely afternoon, showcasing the talent in the Junior part of the school. Parents 
are warmly invited to attend. Refreshments will  be served and it should finish at around 5.15pm.  
 
Friday 24 March—Years 3 &4 production of ‘Go for Gold’- 4:15pm School Hall 
Rehearsals for the Year 3 and 4 production of 'Go for Gold' are coming on really well and it promises to 
be a fantastic afternoon's entertainment! The performance will be taking place at 4.15pm on Friday 24 
March in the School Hall. All members of Year 3 and 4 are taking part, and it should finish at around 
5pm. More details to follow. 

WELLINGTON COLLEGE CHORAL DAY  
On Thursday 23rd February, the Year 5, 6 and 7 choir went on a trip to the big, grand Wellington Col-
lege for a choral day. We travelled there in two mini buses and warmed up our voices by singing along 
to the pop songs played on the radio. After a long 45 minute journey, we had finally got there. First of 
all, we had to find out where our base for the day was. We were in the old gym with four other 
schools. We then made our way to the chapel where we were joined by choirs from eight other 
schools. We were then welcomed by the Director of Music from Wellington College and the conductor 
for the day. His name was Charles MacDougall and he is a very famous choral conductor and singer. 
After that, we spent the day in busy rehearsals learning a wide variety of repertoire, from songs about 
fire to snow. We also sang some protest songs about not letting anyone bring you down. We had an 
hour-long lunch break where we ate our sandwiches. Then it was back to the chapel for more rehears-
als. The highlight was our sausages and chips and pasta with donuts for pudding! We then had a run 
around the huge gardens around Wellington College. At 4:45pm, the final performance began to our 
parents. The chapel was full and even the parents had to join in with the final number. In total we 
learnt nearly 10 songs in five hours. We were very tired! Overall, it was a tiring day but we had an 
amazing time. 
By Simran and Tegh, Year 7 



SPRING TERM ISSUE 7 

FRIDAY 24 FEB 2017 

 

PEGASUS NEWS 

SCHOOL NOTICES 

RESTRICTED PARKING IN  
UPTON COURT CAR PARK 

 
We were expecting the restricted parking 
to start today but it looks like it may have 
been postponed. Here is a list of the fu-
ture dates that we have been warned 
about: 
 
Friday 3 March, Monday 6 March to 
Wednesday 8 March, Tuesday 2 May to 
Thursday 4 May, Thursday 11 May and 
Wednesday 24 May to Thursday 25 May. 
 
If you have any queries about this, please 
contact Mrs Watts via the School Office. 

U11A FOOTBALL V KHALSA PRIMARY 
On 22 February 2017, the U11A Football team played against Khalsa Primary School. The game started 
off at a standstill with great defending from George Sil and Salah-Al-Deen Idris. There were many op-
portunities for both teams to score but Palash Rajput managed to hold the score at 0-0 with his bril-
liant saves. 
In the second half, Long Close started to take possession, which soon led to Khurshid Ahmad's brilliant 
mid-volley goal. After that, Simardeep almost managed to score a goal but it was blocked by the op-
position's defenders. Later on in the game, it was nearing full time when Khalsa Primary got a free kick 
just outside the box but luckily Long Close managed to block the shot. And the whistle for full-time 
was blown. The final score was 1-0 to Long Close. Keep it up boys! Man of the match was Palash Raj-
put. 
By Arran Lad, U11A team captain 

SPORTS FIXTURES FOR W/C 27 FEBRUARY 2017 
Tues 28 Feb: U9 Netball v St Bernard’s (H) 

Tues 28 Feb: U9AB Football v Oldfield Primary (A) 
Wed 1 Mar: U11AB Football v Oldfield Primary (H) 

Wed 1 Mar: U10&11 Netball v St Bernard’s (H) 
Thurs 2 Mar: U10 Football (6-a-side) tournament at Claires Court 

SCHOOL EVENTS FOR  
W/C 27 FEB 2017 

Mon 27 February—Year 6 Mock SATs 
Week 
Tues 28 February—Years 1-4 Parents’ 
Evening (16:00—19:30) 
Weds 1 March—EYFS Trip to Houns-
low Urban Farm 
Thurs 2 March—Year 6 Science Trip 
to Winchester Planetarium 
Thurs 2 March—Senior Parents’ In-
formation Evening about GCSEs 
(18:00) 
Fri 3 March—Open Morning (09:00-
11:00) 

MATCH REPORT AND SPORTS FIXTURES 
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PTA NEWS 

 

A big thank you to all those who supported the PTA Spring Disco 
on the last day of half term. We hope the children had a fantastic 
time! 
 
Keep an eye out for next week’s update, which will focus on the 
other exciting activities we have planned for the rest of term. 
 
 

 
Stay in contact with us: 

 
Join the PTA Facebook page 
 

Click on the image to go to our page (CRTL and click) 
 
 
Join our mailing list 
 

 
Click on the image to email us (CRTL and click) 

https://www.facebook.com/LongClosePTA
mailto:longcloseschoolpta@gmail.com

