
PEGASUS NEWS 

THE HEADMASTER WRITES... 

Firstly let me thank all of you who supported our Open Morning on 

Saturday. Clearly there may be a few other things that you and your 

children would rather be doing than coming in to school on the week-

end but it is a really important part of our school calendar.  If we are to 

continue to build on the success of the school over recent years it is 

important that we enable as many people as possible to come in and 

see the school in action and to meet the people who make it special – 

your children!  I had to apologise to the staff in a meeting this week if 

they felt that I was underplaying their role in the success of the Open 

Morning but the feedback forms that we handed out to our visitors were unanimous in 

their praise for their tour guides.  Once again the very best advert for our school came 

from the conversations our visitors had with the children showing them around.  Their 

positivity and politeness was impressive and many visitors left with the correct impres-

sion that children genuinely enjoy coming to school at Long Close. Clearly quite a few 

people from the current parent body came along to meet with Ms Melissa McBride who 

will be taking over from me in September. I was hugely impressed by her speech and she 

clearly has a genuine passion for education and a desire to do her very best for the chil-

dren and parents at LCS.  She used some great quotes in her speech but one that sticks 

in the memory went something like this; ‘Being illiterate today is not about not being 

able to read and write. It is about not being able to learn, un-learn and then re-learn’.  I 

have spoken previously about preparing children for jobs that don’t yet exist and this 

quote nicely sums up the need for children to be adaptable to an ever-changing world. 

Science and technology advances continue to make things possible that once we never 

dreamed about and our children will be excited and challenged by this in years to come. 

It sounds as though Ms McBride will be determined to continue the holistic education at 

Long Close School, which recognises the importance of academic excellence, but also 

supports the need for character education through a wide and varied curriculum. Today 

we have Year 5 on a trip to the British Museum and most of the Senior School are either 

spending a PSHE delivered by professional nurses or completing their GCSE Art exam. 

Year 8 are at the Mars Conference centre taking part in a ‘Lego Challenge’ with other 

schools where teams compete against one another to create a Lego robot, practising 

skills of programming, teamwork and perseverance. Year 6 are enjoying a slightly more 

relaxed day than normal, having worked hard at their SATs exams all week. This morning 

I have been in a sports’ meeting discussing how we can create space in the academic 

timetable to enable senior girls to compete in Volleyball fixtures and how a flexible cur-

riculum might help to support all sports’ fixtures without impacting on academic success. 

In short, Long Close continues to be an environment where we try to ensure that all chil-

dren are exposed to a wide variety of learning experiences that will help them to be lit-

erate in tomorrow’s world, to be able to learn new information, to un-learn what they 

have previously learned, and able to re-learn a new way of doing things.  I look forward 

to discussing new ideas with Ms McBride and hearing back next year about the new op-

portunities and initiatives that continue to help prepare our children for the world be-

yond the school gates.  
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AFTER SCHOOL CARE  
MOBILE NUMBERS 

 
ASC team members 
can be contacted on 

the following numbers 
between 3.30pm and 

6.00pm each day.  
 

 If you are running late 
to collect your child 

from ASC,  please give 
the staff on duty a 

quick call to let them 
know. Thank you! 

Nursery, Reception, 
Yrs 1 &2:  

07783 198 998 
Years 3-11:  

07986 316 132 
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YELLOW ROOM 
The children continued to explore mini beasts this week, the children in the strengthened their fingers using fine 
motor skills as they enjoyed moulding play dough into spiders, ladybirds, caterpillars, worms and snails with sup-
port from practitioners. 
They separated pieces of dough, squeezed, flattened and rolled it between the palms of their hands and fingers 
to make their bugs.  
We used our whole hand grasps to grip potatoes as the children explored by printing black and red circles and 
then added spots and legs to create ladybirds and spiders, we extended their learning by asking the children to 
count with us the number of spots they had printed onto their ladybird and we counted the number of legs on 
their spiders. 
We enjoyed looking for mini beasts with the Green room children, we hunted all around the nature area with 
great excitement. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREEN ROOM 
We used our magnifying glasses to have a mini beast hunt in the garden this week, all the children used were 

very hands on bravely uncovering logs and stones in their search for some little creatures, and they searched 

high and low in the nature area. The children looked closely by the trees and shrubs and flowerpots, but didn’t 

see anything until we picked up and moved the flowerpots and found lots of tiny ants crawling about very fast, 

trying to hide away from us! 

The children then looked closely at the tree and saw the ants crawling up and around the trunk they were fasci-

nated how they moved quickly altogether in a long straight line. 

 

 

EARLY YEARS UPDATE BY MRS HARRIS 
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RED AND BLUE ROOMS 
This week the children in the Red and Blue rooms have been exploring the work of the Dutch painter Vincent 
Van Gogh. They looked at some of his most famous paintings and his use of very bright colours. They explored 
how they could replicate his famous ‘Sunflowers’ using different media and material such as flowers and leaves 
on a large tray and coloured chalks on our artists easel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our school readiness programme continued this week as the children walked to Reception in a pencil line fantas-

tic on Tuesday morning very quietly as they understood children in the Prep school had important exams in the 

hall. They enjoyed exploring the reception garden this week where they challenged their balancing skills walking 

over wooden logs and tyres and riding some two wheeled scooters and playing on the climbing frame.  

The children have continued practising packing their own bags and belongings and are now checking names on 

their items before they put them in their bags so that we do not take home other peoples belongings. Super 

effort Red and Blue Room children the teachers are so proud of you! 

 
RECEPTION 
This week in Reception we explored the world of art, looking at famous artists and their work. We started the 

week by reading the story of ‘When Pigasso met Mootisse,’ a delightful introduction to how artists work, what 

they use, how their work is displayed and in particular how all artists have a unique style to their creations! We 

admired paintings by Picasso and Matisse particularly liking the bright colours they use! Next we explored the 

designs of Mondrian. The children learnt that much of his work was presented in ‘primary’ colours, the children 

went onto thinking about which colours were ‘hot’ and which were ‘cold,’ with a lot of fun arising from colour 

mixing the primary colours to make other hot and cold colours…with our hands! Not only did we paint in the 

style of Mondrian, but created art with Duplo and in ICT used the paint program to make our art too! We tried 

to mimic the brushstrokes of Van Gogh by using forks to paint sunflowers and problem solved in maths printing 

various sized circles just like Kandinsky. We ended the week with a clay master class. The children followed a 

tutorial which explained how to manipulate clay and how to use our fingers to shape it into a little clay pot. We 

have thoroughly enjoyed exploring our creative side this week with the children producing some fantastic pieces 

of art. 

THIS WEEK IN EARLY YEARS  
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PREP SCHOOL NEWS  

FORM & VICE CAPTAINS FOR SUMMER TERM 2017: 
 

1H Amaraaj Gandhum 
1S Arissa Bibi 
2M Zachary Munday 
2W Riyal Khurl 
3I Hari Selvan 
3R Lara Gajree 
 
 
 

KEY STAGE 1 
 
Year 1  
Year 1 have had a fabulous week listening to fairytales and rewriting super new endings to the story 'The Three 
Little Pigs' The children really used their imaginations to think of wacky ideas for materials to make houses 
which including metal, sweets, balloons, bubblegum and the teachers favourite ... chocolate!!   
The children also enjoyed going on a field trip around the school grounds looking for plants and flowers today 
and drawing their locations onto maps.  
In Geography we were also looking at maps focussing on a Birds Eye View. The children were asked to create a 
map of their classrooms by looking at the shapes of furniture and plotting them onto squared paper.  
 
 
Year 2 
Once upon a time in a far far away land a group of creative Year 2 children popped on their imaginative hats 
and wrote wonderful fairy-tales full of amazing adjectives, features of descriptive language and perfect punc-
tuation! Once the children were happy with their beginning, middle and end and had perfected their work us-
ing their pens of power, they were ready to bring their stories to life. What fun it was for the children to dress 
up as their favourite fairy-tale character, they were so happy and they lived happily ever after! 
Year 2 have also been keeping a close eye on their furry friends! The class caterpillars have changed dramati-
cally since they first arrived two weeks ago. The children are excited to see the next stage of development next 
week.  

4M Shivam Ruparelia 
4R Alina Miah 
5B Hadi Abdah 
5C Moosa Ahmad 
6F Poppy Collyer 
6O Anaya Pachu 
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PREP SCHOOL NEWS 

KEY STAGE 2 
 
Year 3 
Year 3 have had a busy week! They’ve looked at the types of homes the Romans lived in when they con-
quered England and compared them to the Celtic round houses. The children noticed the differences be-
tween the rich and poor, and how the quality of life was so vast between the two social classes. In art, the 
children were fascinated by the wonderful paintings produced by Georgia O’Keefe and tried very hard to 
imitate her style by drawing close up pictures of beautiful flowers. The pupils in year 3 were excited to com-
pare the festival of Wesak to a festival they are familiar with, to see what similarities and differences they 
had. They are now very eager and are itching to start making their Roman shields, in preparation for a battle 
between 3R and 3I!  
 
Year 4 
Year 4 science lessons, this week, have focused on air resistance and gravity. It was surprising how many 
misconceptions came up during our class discussions The children are now aware that gravity pulls towards 
the centre of the Earth. In Art, both classes have been experimenting with water colours and the different 
sized brush heads. The children enjoyed learning a range of techniques and are looking forward to putting 
them into practice. Everyone has been working in earnest to improve their creative writing skills, through 
figurative language. Revision sheets, for each subject and the timetable, will be sent home next week in 
preparation for the tests after half term. Don't forget the cereal boxes which will be needed for our next DT 
project! 
 
Year 5 
This week Hinduism has been a huge part of Year 5 lessons. The children create posters based on the main 
beliefs of the religion and they shared them with the class. They also learnt about the Indus River and the 
places in the world where Hinduism is currently practised. In Science, the children explored the process of 
pollination and how important insects are in the lifecycle of plants. This weekend, pupils will continue to ex-
plore the outdoors and make diagrams of different flowering and non-flowering plants in their locality. The 
History lessons have been exciting as always as we continued to work on Athens and Sparta. The pupils 
wrote fantastic letters of persuasion as if they were ancient Greek children and they were moving to Sparta! 
Some pupils were thrilled with the idea of becoming a warrior. Others wanted to be more creative and move 
to Athens instead!  
 
Year 6 
Year 6 have now finished their SATs and are extremely relieved. They have worked really well and I am sure 
will be very pleased with their results when they arrive in July.  In between taking the tests pupils have been 
rehearsing their solo parts regularly with Mrs Bingham and the dancers have perfected 3 routines already! In 
Art and DT the different types of photography have been studied and the moving clocks have been designed. 
The Blitz has been at  the centre of History lessons and light sources investigated in Science. 
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PREP PUPIL WORK SHOWCASE 

Anisha Naidoo—Yr. 5  

Red Nose Day 

When it was an early Friday morning and the sun was shining, red 
nose day had already come. The peculiar thing was that you had to 
wear a PE kit. You also had to bring in three pounds however I 
brought in six pounds! As I arrived at school, the first thing I saw was 
Business Club selling red noses and tickets. They were selling tickets 
so children could play games at lunch break. The tickets cost fifty 
pence. A red nose cost a pound. The red noses I bought was Snoot-
ankhamun, Sneezecake, The Snorcerer and Nose-it-all, they were all 
so cute! 

In the first break, I was zoombaring with Miss Dilan. While that was 
happening, I got one of the raspberry cupcakes which I shared with 
my friend, Nikita. Besides the icing all over my hands and around my 
mouth, it was delicious! 

At lunch, I gobbled my lunch up and I shoot off to play all the exciting 
Sporting Games outside which were run by Business Club, the Young 
Ambassadors and the Step into Sports Leaders. The first game I 
played was called goal ball. It was basically sitting down football but 
you were blindfolded. You had a ball that had a bell in it so you would 
know where it is. My team did not win either times I played. We lost 
because the other team cheated! 

In the afternoon, years 1 and 2 had to run, hop, skip and dance a 
mile. Our job was to scatter ourselves around the perimeter of the 
school and cheer the pupils on. I stood by the side of the courts 
ready to high five the little ones but instead they all wanted to hug 
me! By the end of the session, my hand was red and hurting! 

Overall Red Nose Day was a huge success and we managed to raise 

just under £800.  
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SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS BY MR MCCARTHY 

Year 8 visit to Mars, Slough for a Lego Mindstorm event. The pupils were split into groups with the aim of 
building a Lego Mindstorm robot. The robot was then programmed to complete a short course and all 
groups raced against each other. The pupils had the chance to solve some challenging problems as well as 
mix with a wide range of other people. 
 

 
Yr. 7-11 have enjoyed a PSHE Day which covered various planned programmes to help children and young 
people develop fully as individuals and as members of families and social and economic communities. The 
main goal is to equip the pupils with the knowledge, understanding, attitudes and practical skills to live 
healthily, safely, productively and responsibly. 
If you have any questions, or would like further information on the session, please contact Mr. McCarthy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWS BY MRS BINGHAM 

Another busy week of rehearsals at Long Close - the Infant Choir are sounding fantastic and looking forward to 
their debut at the Speech Day at the end of term! Now that the SATS are done and dusted, Oliver rehearsals can 
start in earnest and the singing and dancing is really coming on well. The children have been coming in at 
lunchtime to do extra rehearsals and it's really paying off. 
 
Year 5 and 6 Parents - PLEASE REMEMBER TO COMPLETE YOUR FORM AND RETURN TO THE SCHOOL OFFICE 
BY MONDAY 15th MAY IF YOU WOULD LIKE A DVD OF THE SCHOOL PRODUCTION.  
 
We do not currently have enough confirmed in order to go ahead with the booking, which means that we would 
not be recording it. Remember that the Junior and Senior Choirs will be singing at the PTA Summer Fete on Sat-
urday 10th June. The Choir will be opening the Fete at 12pm and will be singing for around 30-45 minutes.  All 
Choir members are expected to attend - please let Mrs Bingham know if there is a problem. 
 

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 
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SENIOR PUPIL WORK SHOWCASE 

Khyan Speding—Yr. 7  



SUMMER TERM ISSUE 3 

FRIDAY 12 MAY 2017 

 

PEGASUS NEWS 

SCHOOL NOTICES AND MATCH REPORT 

MATCH REPORT 
On Tuesday, our Under 13 cricket team travelled to Claire’s court for an away cup match.  We lost 
the toss and had to bat first.  Our openers – Avinash and Tegh had to face some fast bowling from 
two very good bowlers.  Our run rate to begin with was a little slow and eventually Avinash was 
bowled out despite playing some very good defensive shots.  Next in bat was Sunpreet who did well 
to play himself into the game and ended up remaining in bat until the penultimate ball of the in-
nings, scoring a very respectable 47 in the process.  Tegh scored 19 runs, while Jorsh contributed 9 
and Arjun scored 4. We ended the innings with 113 runs for 4 wickets.  In came Claire’s Court to bat 
and they started extremely well, hitting 42 off the first 4 overs putting them in control of the match.  
Tegh took the first wicket in the 5th over and then the wickets started to fall for Claire’s Court.  
Taran took two great catches, Jagdeish, Sunpreet and Arjun all took wickets, helping to slow the run 
rate down.  Unfortunately, it wasn’t enough to stop Claire’s Court who managed to get over the 114 
mark with a couple of overs to go. It was a very well played match by both sides and congratulations 
on the victory to Claire’s Court.  A very big well done to the Long Close team who gave a really good 
account of themselves. 

SAINSBURY’S ACTIVE KIDS VOUCHERS 
 

Please can you hand in your Active Kids Vouchers to 
the main school office. Every voucher counts  

towards brand new cooking and sports equipment, 
and experiences so it pays to find them all! 

SCHOOL EVENTS FOR W/C 15 MAY 2017 
Tues 16 May—Meet the Reception Team 

Yr. 5 Parents 11+ Information Meeting 
Wed 17 May—U10 Rounders v St Bernards 

Fri 19 May—Yr. 10 River Study Trip 
Nursery Stay & Play Afternoon 

Please note: Tuesday’s match U9 Rounders v Holy Family is cancelled. 

BABY NEWS 

Florence Lily Hanslip arrived 

at 2:16pm on Thursday 20 

April weighing in at 5lb 3oz. Laura taught at LCS 

in the Prep School for a number of yrs. and left 

us in Dec 2015 to become a Training Consultant 

at Ruth Miskin Training/Read Write Inc.  

Sophie Watts gave birth to Alice Jennifer Watts 

arrived at 10.56am on Fri 14 April weighing 6llb 

9oz.  A HUGE LCS CONGRATULATIONS TO THEM! 
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PTA NEWS 

 
With the prospect of the sun finally making an appearance this 
weekend we are hoping it sticks around for the  

which is now only 4 weeks away! 
 

If you don’t already have the date in your diary, this will be on 

Saturday 10th of June from 12-4pm.  
 

 
A couple of reminders from us as the deadline for entries 

is next Thursday: 

• Entries for the front cover programme design need to be 

submitted to class teachers, don’t forget to include your 

child’s name and class on the back of the entry. 

• Details of any 5 a side football teams need to be emailed to us with the name of 

the team captain and a contact number as well as your team name. 

 

Having a clear out this weekend? 

Please look out for anything that you think would be suitable for the headmaster’s 

tombola as well as any pre-loved fancy dress costumes your children no longer wear. 

We will be at the school gates next Friday (19th of May) at drop off and pick up time 

to collect any donations.  

 

 

Stay in contact with us- 

  

Join the PTA Facebook page  

 

longcloseschoolpta@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/LongClosePTA
mailto:longcloseschoolpta@gmail.com

