
PEGASUS NEWS 

THE HEADMASTER WRITES... 

Actually just a little bit of Geography for you – at that point the sun 

was directly over the equator and since then its position has moved 

relative to the Earth and it has been directly over the Tropic of Cap-

ricorn in December, back to the equator in March and now it is di-

rectly over the Tropic of Cancer – the closest point it reaches during 

the year to being directly overhead. From now on until December 

the days are going to get shorter and the weather is going to get 

steadily cooler – which right now seems to be something of a relief!  

However, my point here is not about the weather but about how 

quickly another academic year seems to be passing by. My children were telling me 

recently that they do not appreciate being told by their teachers about how busy 

they are with reports when they are really busy with homework and revising – fair 

point!  But the purpose of reports is to try and reflect on the year gone by, the pro-

gress made and the opportunities ahead in the future. In the next two weeks (and I 

promise you that this is not a whinge) I will be reading the reports on all of the     

children across the school and writing my own reflection (well for Year 1 and above 

at least – I will just be reading the ones for the Nursery children).  Whilst this does 

take a bit of time it is a really wonderful opportunity for me to hear about the 

achievements of the children and see the progress they have made.  Another report 

on my ‘to-do’ list is the ‘Headmaster’s Annual report’. This again affords me the   

opportunity to look back and reflect on the year gone by.  Clearly it is going to be 

slightly different this year as my thoughts will inevitably focused on the fact that this 

is the last report of four that I will have written.  The speed at which each of these 

years goes by never seems to slow down and I believe that this is the same for all of 

us.  The important thing for us therefore is to allow ourselves the time and the space 

to stop for a minute, take a breath, and find the time in our lives to think and to 

evaluate.  It is well recognised in teaching that evaluation plays a critical role in an 

improvement culture – whether the evaluation is for an individual lesson, the       

performance of a child, the progress of a particular group or even the school as a 

whole.  The ends of year reports, for individuals and for the school as a whole,     

present us with this time of reflection.   For some pupils leaving Year 11 at the end of 

this term it will be a reflection on their final year at Long Close. Their thoughts will 

be turning to the next stage and the next challenge. For others it will be about  

thinking about making the most of the opportunities presented here and thinking 

about how to achieve their goals in their next academic year.  Events in the world 

around us this year have been remarkable and often tragic, and continue to highlight 

that growing old is a privilege and help us to focus on making the most of the life we 

lead.  I hope the holiday period, when it arrives, allows for your families to find the 

space and time to enjoy one another’s company, take a breath, and find some time 

for reflection.  
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AFTER SCHOOL CARE  
MOBILE NUMBERS 

 
ASC team members 
can be contacted on 

the following numbers 
between 3.30pm and 

6.00pm each day.  
 

 If you are running late 
to collect your child 

from ASC,  please give 
the staff on duty a 

quick call to let them 
know. Thank you! 

Nursery, Reception, 
Yrs. 1 &2:  

07783 198 998 
Yrs. 3-11:  

07986 316 132 
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I had thought that I would write today about the fact that it was the summer 
solstice this week and give you all a Geography lesson about the tilt of the 
earth’ axis and its impact on our climate – I knew I had written on this theme 
before but I thought that it was more than a year ago but on checking I found 
that it was on the 22nd September!  So you are safe for now from another bit 
of Geography – and if you want / need a reminder you can check back to the 
newsletter earlier this year!  What a super week for the Early Years Founda-
tion Stage! The children have certainly been given opportunities to progress 
in all areas of the curriculum this week in abundance, by staff providing an  
exciting, energetic, adventurous, noisy, messy, imaginative, creative, inventive 
provision with some super hands on activities that help them to develop the 
ability to listen, talk and interact as they continue to discover the world 
around them as they to grow in resilience as the children in our setting strive 
to meet their dreams. For example only yesterday a child told me (after a few 
years with us in our setting,) ‘I am not scared of feeding animals anymore, I 
wanted to have a go Mrs. Harris!’ Simply marvellous I thought to myself. I 
know having guinea pigs in our own setting has supported and enabled this 
new mind-set for some of the children. The above curriculum doesn’t happen 
by accident, it is due to the commitment of the Early Years team as they      
always strive to grow in their practise, which has once again been recognised 
as we achieved the Bristol Standard Quality Improvement badge for this last 
academic year. This is what the validation panel had to say….Congratulations 
your submission has gained the Bristol Standard for the year from May 2017 
to May 2018. 

 'You have worked hard to provide a rich and stimulating   
environment for your children inside and outdoors. Your new 
open ended resources are clearly extending your children's 

mathematical understanding and development.'   
On behalf of Slough Early Years’ Service I would like to     

congratulate you on your achievement. 
Sharon Lindsey Bristol Standard Lead Officer for Slough. 
 
 

EARLY YEARS UPDATE BY MRS HARRIS 
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YELLOW ROOM 
All the children looked super as they came into Nursery dressed as various mini beasts ready for ‘The Little Writ-
ers Workshop’ so that they could perform the story of 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar.' All the children were en-
grossed as Cathy pretended to be the caterpillar, used props to involve and engage the children whilst telling the 
story. She encouraged them all to join in wriggling like caterpillars, crawling like spiders and bugs, they then 
fluttered their wings pretending to fly up into the sky. 
The children were ready for some snack after this and loved the hands on sensual experiences of smelling, 
touching and tasting delicious fruits like melons, strawberries, pears, blueberries, apples and bananas with Sue 
during snack time. We all decorated butterflies and mini beasts at the creative table and ended the workshop 
singing familiar rhymes and songs. 
We also had a Teddy Bears Picnic lunch this week, we read the story ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt,’ the children 
then chose a teddy to have their picnic with, ate sandwiches, crunchy carrot and cucumber sticks, crisps, cake 
and biscuits and delicious ice-cream! 

  
GREEN ROOM 
At the start of the week there seemed to be lots of mini beasts swarming the nursery before the grownups real-

ised it was the children arriving ready to participate in their fun filled Literacy activity day! The children first 

made fruit kebabs and decorated butterflies and ladybirds before sitting down to watch and participate in the 

fantastic show of ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’. It was amazing! After all the excitement the children returned to their 

classrooms to eat their fruit kebab and have a picture taken with the hungry caterpillar. What a fun way to ex-

plore literacy!  

While Red and Blue room went out on their school visit Green room decided they would like to explore the envi-

ronment in preparation for their Transition to the Red and Blue rooms in September. The children explored the 

Red room using the role play area and accessing the resources independently. It was lovely to see the children 

so confident in exploring the environment and leading their own play. After a busy morning everybody decided 

it would be fantastic to celebrate by joining Yellow room for a teddy bears picnic. The children all sat together 

and enjoyed some special sandwiches, crisps and biscuits. What a wonderful way to enjoy the super weather!  

 

 

EARLY YEARS UPDATE BY MRS HARRIS 
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RED AND BLUE ROOMS 
The Red and Blue Room children have had another action packed week, on Tuesday 
they dressed up as their favourite character from the Little Red Riding Hood story. 
They eagerly watched storyteller Cathy from Spook Teaching Performing workshop 
bring the story of 'The Little Red Riding Hood'  to life  by giving the children the op-
portunity to retell the story using various props and puppets. The children also took 
part in an array of fun activities from icing biscuits to designing their very own wand 
to make some magic spells with! They created some crowns with sequins, coloured 
pencils and ribbons. We also had our hands painted with a choice of spiders, cater-
pillars and other creepy crawlies. We finished our busy afternoon eating the 
scrumptious cakes we had decorated to celebrate Grandmas release and the cap-
turing of the Big Bad Wolf! We had a fantastic trip to Bucklebury Farm on Wednes-
day despite the hot weather. We spent the morning exploring the farm feeding and 
petting the alpacas, goats, pigs, rabbits and guinea pigs. We went on a shaded trac-
tor ride to go and visit a herd of deer that were taking shade in the field.  The chil-
dren all had the opportunity to touch the velvety antlers of the stags and we also 
got to feed them. It was a fantastic hands on experience for the children. They had a lovely long picnic lunch in 
the shade and then finished off their day with a yummy ice lolly. We enjoyed the air conditioned coach journey 
home! On Thursday the children took part in our ballet/dance recital. They were just amazing as they showed 
their Mummies, Daddies and relatives all the steps and moves they had learnt this year during their weekly bal-
let class with Miss Abbie. It was lovely to see them perform so well and with confidence doing their pliés and 
salutes in front of such a captivated audience! 
 

RECEPTION 
This week reception have had a busy week. We began by having a special visi-

tor on Tuesday, ‘Little red Riding Hood’ and Grandma, from the well-known 

story. It was a great experience being able to talk to her ask her many questions 

about the ‘The big Bad Wolf.’ She told us that he had run away, to help her we 

made wanted posters for her to take back to Fairy-tale land, we also made 

flowers for Grandma and an axe for the wood cutter. To show how well we 

knew the story, Reception used props and puppets to re-tell the story, doing all 

the actions and funny voices too! To celebrate the wolf being caught by the 

woodcutter, Reception decorated cupcakes and enjoyed eating them, as well as 

saving some for Grandma! On Wednesday Reception visited Bucklebury farm. 

We had so much fun feeding the animals, especially during our tractor ride, 

which was extremely bumpy. The children had the opportunity to see some baby 

deer only a few days old, rabbits and guinea pigs and many more animals. To end 

the week we performed our special dance routine for our parents. Everyone was 

impressed with how confident the children were and how well they remembered 

the complex routine, well done everyone! Such a fun presentation of how our 

dance skills have improved and how we are so able to concentrate with some super listening and attention skills 

demonstrated…we are definitely ready for YR1. 

THIS WEEK IN EARLY YEARS  
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PREP SCHOOL NEWS  

PEGASUS CERTIFICATES 12—16 JUNE: 

 
1H Amrit Chahal 
1S Harvi Bains 
2M Maryam Iqbal 
2W Elina Wason 
3I Suheb Atif 
3R Amrit Padda 
 
 
 

 

KEY STAGE 1 
 
Year 1  
This week the weather was sweltering! Year 1 didn't need any excuse to eat lots of ice pops! 
We were invited to theYear 2 teddy bears picnic on Monday, the children had a feast trying all the scrumptious 
treats that they had made! Everything was delicious- Thank you Year 2! This week the children learnt all about 
pulley systems and how they work to lift weights; this led to  a discussion about our assembly and how Jacks 
beanstalk could work on stage! This morning was the KS1 Sports Day. The children were extremely excited to 
join in and race against each other in all the different races; they especially enjoyed dressing up! 
We look forward to our assembly on Monday morning and hope that all the Year 1 parents will join us!! 
  
Year 2 
Year 2 started the week celebrating the end of their SATS examinations by holding a teddy bears picnic.  Thank 
you so much to all the parents that helped assist baking yummy cookies and cakes over the weekend. The chil-
dren were very excited to invite the Year 1 children and their teddies to their picnic. A highlight for the chil-
dren was definitely sampling all of the delicious goodies! After the children had consumed as many sweet 
treats as they possibly could they happily read stories to one another and coloured in mindful colouring activi-
ties. The preparation for the KS1 Sports Day continued this week and all that hard work and dedication most 
definitely paid off! Well done to each and every child, we are so proud of you!  

 

4M Aaron Sohal 
4R Aaliyah Naveed 
5B Ophelia Edgson 
5C Anisha Naidoo 
6F Alman Aamir 
60 Nathan Hallett 
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PREP SCHOOL NEWS 

KEY STAGE 2 
Year 4 
Both classes were electric this week! Our science topic of 'Circuits and conductors' has really sparked their 
imagination as we have investigated and tested a variety of circuits. Would the picture diagrams work? Can 
we create the circuit to test our prediction? In history, we have been finding out about the Domesday Book. 
Did you know that there were actually two Domesday books and it just depended where you lived as to 
which book you were in? Mrs Rees' family home in Cornwall, Winnianton Farm, is actually recorded in the 
first chapter of the Domesday book! Everyone thoroughly enjoyed Sports Day, last Friday and we really hope 
you enjoyed watching your children compete. Our school trip to Windsor Castle is fast approaching on Mon-
day 26th June. As we will be outside, backpacks with hats and a raincoat are required as, at the moment, 
there is a possibility of rain although it should be warm. Huge thank you to Mrs Majid and Mrs Bhagi for   
volunteering to accompany us on the day. 
 
Year 5 
This has been a very exciting week for Year 5 as we had a fantastic visit from The Royal 
Berkshire Fire Brigade. Four firefighters and their fire engine arrived at school and 
parked in the playground. The children were extremely interested to see all of the 
equipment that is carried on the appliance. Each child was able to climb into the engine 
and look at the rescue equipment. There was also a classroom session where the pupils 
learnt what to do in the event of a fire in their home. They should have been testing 
your smoke alarms at home! Also, the firefighters explained to them how important it 
is that they know their address and best escape route from their house. The children 
were able to ask questions and even dress in some of the firefighting gear!  During the 
English session, the children explored the novel The Railway Children by E. Nesbit. The 
pupils completed a reading comprehension task and will continue to write parts of the story in their own 
words during next week. In Geography, we started to research European rivers and read some information 
about them. Rehearsing for the production has been a huge focus this week as we approaching the opening 
night. We are hoping to see lots of parents in school supporting and enjoying the production and hopefully, 
a few of the children may become stars and land a deal with Pinewood studios! 
 
 

 

OLIVER PERFORMANCE 
A friendly reminder that video recording and taking photos of the performance is not permitted. We will be  
videoing the songs from the Dress Rehearsal and will put these on Firefly, so you will be able to download 
these to enjoy at home and show to family and friends. There will be an opportunity to take photos of the 
children at the end of the performance in their costumes. 
 
The show has two acts that last around 40 minutes and there will be an interval where refreshments will be 
served to parents. If not coming to watch both evenings then your child will need to be collected at around 
6.30pm from the pupil gate in the Upton Court Car Park. If your child will be going home with another parent 
please can you let their form tutor know via email in advance or by a note in their diary. 
 
If your child has not brought their costume into school yet - they must do so by Monday, 26 June, latest. 

MUSIC NEWS 
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SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS  

The year 9's were teaching the year 4 class how to 
write creatively. The year 9's came prepared with 
their lesson plans, making sure that each group they 
worked with, understood the basics. 
 
 
"Congratulations to Year 11 GCSE art students.  
Following two years of hard work and dedication 
they have produced some very personal and skilful 
work based on various themes including relation-
ships, family migration and the social effects of tech-
nology. Some examples of their artwork will be displayed in the hall and 
art room in the coming weeks".  
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SCHOOL NOTICES  

SPORTS DAYS—KS1 & KS2 

 

 
 
 

   HIGH TEMPERATURES 
 

   We would like to inform you 20 fans will be 
   distributed around the school, so that there 

is at least one in each classroom. 
  

Please ensure pupils arrive to school in Summer uniform,  
including caps, as well as water bottles.  

SCHOOL EVENTS FOR W/C 26 JUNE 2017 
Mon 26 June — Yr. 4  trip to Windsor Castle  

Tues 27 June — Yr. 1 trip to Black Park 
Yrs. 3 & 4 House Cricket matches 

U9 Rounder's v Holy Family (h) 
Yrs. 5 & 6  Oliver Production  - Performance 1 

Wed 28 June —  Early Years Sports Day 
Yrs. 5 & 6 Oliver Production—Performance 2 
Thurs 29 June — PTA Tuckshop (afterschool) 

Fri 30 June —  Yr. 7 Induction Day 
School Induction Afternoon 
Yr.6 PTA Leaving Event (PM) 
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PTA NEWS 

We hope that you managed to find some great ways to 

keep cool this week, the best tip that we heard was to 

keep some frozen bottles of water in the bed at night to 

help you stay cool, I can confirm this works!  

 

Next week is a busy week for us with a few events coming up. 

Tuck Shop – 29th of June 

This will be next Thursday after school.  If the weather con-

tinues to be good we will host this outside and extend the 

sales to second hand uniform too. A good chance to treat 

the children to some snacks as well as stock up on uniform for next year.  

Induction Afternoon – 30th of June 

We are busy planning for our appearance at the Induction afternoon next 

Friday at school – we will showcase the PTA efforts for those parents/

children who will be joining the Long Close community in September.  

Year 6 Leaver’s Event – 30th of June 

We are also looking forward to the PTA Year 6 leaver’s 

event next Friday evening – there will be laser quest 

battles going on with some well earnt food and drink 

once the children have finished competing for their 

teams.  

Stay in contact with us- 

Join the PTA Facebook page  

 

longcloseschoolpta@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/LongClosePTA
mailto:longcloseschoolpta@gmail.com

