


3.1
By 2030, reduce the global maternal mortality ratio to less than 70 per 100,000 live births

3.2
By 2030, end preventable deaths of newborns and children under 5 years of age, with all countries aiming to reduce neonatal mortality to at least as 
low as 12 per 1,000 live births and under-5 mortality to at least as low as 25 per 1,000 live births

3.4
By 2030, reduce by one third premature mortality from non-communicable diseases through prevention and treatment and 
promote mental health and well-being

3.9
By 2030, substantially reduce the number of deaths and illnesses from hazardous chemicals and air, water and soil pollution and contamination

Studies by the World Health Organisation indicate that around 4.3 million people die every year due to the effects of indoor air pollution, totalling more deaths than can be attributed to H.I.V 
Aids and Malaria combined. Studies by the WHO also show that low birth weight, stillbirth and mortality are inextricably linked with indoor air pollution.

Replacing fossil fuel based lighting sources with SolarBuddy lamps greatly reduces the risk of indoor air pollution in the home environment and also raises awareness of the issue of indoor 
air pollution amongst both the beneficiaries of the lamps and of the participants of the SolarBuddy project that assemble the lamps.

By improving health, the SolarBuddy 
project also has a positive indirect effect on UN 
SDGs 8, 9 and 11 because a healthy workforce 
is essential for achieving these goals



4.5
By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all levels of education and vocational training for the vulnerable, 
including persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations 

4.7
By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable development, including, among others, through 
education for sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, 
global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable development

4.A
Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive and provide safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning en-
vironments for all 

One of the key pillars of the SolarBuddy initiative is education. Providing children in developing countries with a SolarBuddy lamp enables them to study for longer in a safe, healthy 
environment, increasing their chances of achieving their full potential and dramatically reducing the risk of health issues from the inhalation of toxic fumes and accidents arising from from the 
burning of fossil fuels. Initial studies show that using a SolarBuddy lamp can increase childrens study time by as much as 38%.

The education program undertaken by the participants of the SolarBuddy initiative is also key in raising awareness about the issues faced by communities living in energy poverty and how 
renewable energy is key to ensuring a sustainable future. It also enforces the responsibility we have as human beings to be good global citizens.

By improving education, the SolarBuddy 
project also has a positive indirect effect on UN 
SDGs 1, 2, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13 and 17 because 
a well educated population is key to eradicating 
poverty through better jobs and increased 
income which, in turn, reduces 
hunger and improves the local economy leading 
to reduced inequalities with other regions. 

The SolarBuddy education project also 
promotes gender equality, raises awareness 
about climate change and demonstrates how 
forming partnerships is necessary to achieve 
results.



7.1
By 2030, ensure universal access to affordable, reliable and modern energy services

7.2
By 2030, increase substantially the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix 

7.B
By 2030, expand infrastructure and upgrade technology for supplying modern and sustainable energy services for all in developing countries, in 
particular least developed countries, small island developing States, and land-locked developing countries, in accordance with their respective pro-
grammes of support

Donating solar lights through the SolarBuddy program will provide tens, if not hundreds, of thousands of people living in developing countries with free, safe, sustainable lighting. SolarBuddy 
is working on plans to provide local communities with the infastructure to manufacture their own solar lights which will further increase availability of solar lights for marginalised communities.
SolarBuddy is also planning to develop solar home sytems capable of providing enough electricity to satisfy the entire families requirements.

The benefits of using solar power and other sources of renewable energy are also covered exstensively in the SolarBuddy education material.

By increasing the use of renewable energy and 
by raising awareness about it’s potential, SDGs 
3, 4,12 and 13 are indirectly positively impacted  
due to the reduction of toxic fumes/risk of 
burning, increased study time, reduced 
deforestation due to less need to collect 
firewood and reduced greenhouse gas 
emisssions due to the reduction in burning of 
kerosene and other fossil fuels for lighting.



13.3
Improve education, awareness-raising and human and institutional capacity on climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction and early 
warning 

13.B
Promote mechanisms for raising capacity for effective climate change-related planning and management in least developed countries and small is-
land developing States, including focusing on women, youth and local and marginalized communities 

It has been estimated that houses without electricity consume 77 billion liters of liquid fuels (mostly kerosene) to meet lighting requirements, corresponding to 190 million metric tonnes of 
CO2 per year which is equivalent to one third the total CO2 emissions for the whole of the UK and costs its predominantly impoverished end-users a total of $38 billion annually. Replacing 
kerosene lanterns with solar lights like the ones distributed through the SolarBuddy project can reduce these figures dramatically.

Participants of the SolarBuddy program are also educated about the problems caused by climate change as it figures predominantly in the education material. 

The positive effect SolarBuddy has on climate 
change also has an indirect positive effect on 
SDGs 2, 3, 6, 11, 14 & 15 as stabilising the 
planets’ climate at a temperature less than 2 
degrees C above pre-Industrial average 
temperatures is fundamental if we are to 
achieve these other goals
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